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Understanding Rights
and Responsibilities
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What do children need to survive and live a healthy, happy
life? ee activities in this section help students distinguish
the di€erence between the things they want and the things
they need.

Students will come to understand that needs such as clean
water, education and protection from abuse are things that
all children haveightto. sese rights are enshrined in the
United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child.

As citizens of their classroom, school and community,
students will also learn that each right that protects them
comes with an individual responsibility to act.

ee activities in this section provide an excellent starting
point forSection Ill: Exploring Global Issues.
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\]OU rney to a N eW 5. Explain thaMission Control will provide each pair of

students with $% things they could bring with them to
Plan et set up their new community. Ask them to spread out
theWants and Needards and examine them.

Students will 6. Announce that Mission Control says space on the jour-
sdlfferenttlate tt)ﬁtwee;\ wanr:s and.(rj\eeds . y ney is limited. +e students can now take only $! items
sgenerate, gather and exchange ideas and use critica on the spaceship. Partners negotiate to eliminate four

thinking skills cards and set them aside
sdemonstrate understanding of basic human rights side.

Related International Dates L .
sNational Child Day (November 20): UN 7. Inform the students that Mission Control has issued

an emergency announcement and there is even less
space available. Students may now take only eight
items with them. Partners negotiate to eliminate four
Preparation more items, leaving only the eight most essential for
r Photocopy and cut out a s&Varfits and Neecksrds their survival.
(pages !"t!#) for each pair of stud®Nute: Choose
any !I" #om those pro$ided. Create others using tHBiSCussion

International Human Rights Day (December10)

Word template on the %&'( )*). r What was di&cult about doing this activity? What
r Prepare a simple drawing of the solar system and a was easy?
spaceship (optional). r Which items were easy to discard 'rst? Why?
r Were some items harder to eliminate than others?
Instructions Which ones? Why?
1. Organize the students into pairs. Give each pair a setWhat is the di€erence between a want and a need?
of Wants and Needards. What do we need for survival?

2. Explain that Mission Control (which you representfollow-up Activities
has discovered a new planet and each pair will go thef@omplete the activityvo Sides of a Coin: Rights and
to start up a new community. Set the mood by namingResponsibilitiggge *").
the planet and the reasons for going there. r Complete the activiGreating a Classroom Charter of
Rights and Responsibi(piage +/).
3. Ask the students to close their eyes and imagine the
new planet. How long will it take to get there? What
does it look like? Do other people live there? Whekeapted from: 2Journey to a New Planet® fitucation for
will they set up the new community? Tell them to Development: A_Teacher's Resource for Global Lepi®irsgin
form a picture of this community in their minds, T ountain- Copyright 1 "#$. UNICEF.

4. With their eyes still closed, ask students to think about
the things they willantandneedin their new com-
munity. Have students open their eyes and discuss
their ideas with their partners.
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Understanding Rights and Responsibilities

Reproducible Master
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Understanding Rights and Responsibilities »

Freedom to practice your own:
religion ’

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Family Car i Protection from abuse and neglefct Medical Care

Friends




Students will
sunderstand the difference between rights and want
and prioritize various rights in their lives
sbrainstorm and communicate ideas in collaboration

with others and apply critical thinking skills
Related International Dates
sNational Child Day (November 20); UN Internationa
Human Rights Day (December 10)




Grades 4+6
Reproducible Master

The Rights Balloon

Activity and worksheet adapted by permission f@midren Changing the World
by %&(), *++*. -www.sopar.ca/. Original sourcpbal Teacher, Global Learbgr

Graham Pike and David Selby. Copyright ! "#00. Hodder 1 Stoughton Putjshi
London.
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Students will
screate a list of rights to which all children are &l&d
sbecome familiar with the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child (UNCRC)

sdevelop, organize and communicate ideas
Related International Dates
sNational Child Day (November 20); UN International
Human Rights Day (December 10)




Grades 4+6

Reproducible Master

All Children Have These Rights '

no matter who they are
where they live
what their parents do
what language they speak
what their religion is
whether they are a boy or girl
what their culture is
whether they have a disability
whether they are rich or poor
No child should be treated unfairly on any basis.

ee right to be alive

ee right to an identity, name and nationality

ee right to live with a family who cares for you

*e right to give your opinion, be listened to and taken seriously, und@asiginarms others

ee right to choose your friends and set up groups, as long as doing so doesnBt harm others
ee right to privacy

ee right to get and understand information that is important, yet not hariydutl, well-being

ee right to special education and care if disabled

ee right to the best health care possible, safe water to drink, naodicuslean and safe
environment, and information to help you stay well

ee right to clothing, to a safe place to live and to have your basic needs met

ee right to a good quality education

ee right to practice your own culture and religion and to speak your owa languag
ee right to play and rest

ee right to protection from being hurt or mistreated (e.g. protectioorfrelty and abuse,
protection from work that harms you, protection from harmful drugs)

ee right to protection and freedom from war
ee right to legal help and fair treatment in the justice system

ee right to know your rightsX

" Adapted from a child9friendly version of the 23 Convention on titgRof the Child, available at: http:BBwww.rcmp9grc.gc.&Bpdfs
35K9poster_e.pdf. A child is deMned as a person under the age of "0.
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Students will
sdistinguish between wants and needs and understa
that basic needs can be considered rights
sapply critical thinking skills to defend a position

swork constructively in groups
Related International Dates
sNational Citizenship Week (8week of October); UN
International Human Rights Day (December 10)




Students will
sbecome familiar with the rights enshrined by the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Chilg
(UNCRC)
sdemonstrate understanding of how children's rights {

interconnected
sdraw conclusions and communicate connected idea
Related International Dates
sNational Child Day (November 20); UN International
Human Rights Day (December 10)




Reproducible Master

Children's Rights Hoopla Cards:

UN Convention on the Rights of

Grades 7+8

A Summary of the
the Child

ife

1. The right to express our opinions about things that 2. The right not to be tortured, or treated or punished in
affect us personally a cruel, unkind or humiliating way
3. The right, if we belong to a minority group, to have 4. The right to meet together with other children or
our own culture, practice our own religion and speak teenagers and to join and set up clubs, groups and
our own language associations
5. The right to be protected from abuse of any kind 6. The right to the best health aaailable
7. The right to bene®t from money given by the 8. The right, if disabled, to special care and training that
government to parents and guardians to help them will help us lead a digni®ed, independent and active
raise children
9. The right to privacy 10. The right to an identity, name and nationality
11. The right to freely communicate our views to others| 12. The right to access information and ideas from a wide
through various media (e.g. letters, posters, petitions,  variety of sources but also to be protected from
artwork) information that could harm us
13. The right not to be exploited for purposes of money | 14. The right of child refugees and of children deprived of
making (e.g. doing dangerous work or working long their families to special assistance and protection
hours for little pay)
15. The right to an education that considers our real 16. The right to living standards and conditions that
needs and develops all our talents and abilities enable us to grow and mature (e.g. enough food,
warm clothing, money, good housing)
17. The right to be protected from drugs 18. The right to life
19. The right to have fun, to play and to join in leisure and 20. The right to be protected from bad treatment by
cultural activities parents and others responsible for us
21. The right to our own thoughts and beliefs and, if 22. The right not to be recruited into the armed forces
religious, to practice our faith or to ®ght in wars
23. The right to live with our parents or, if they are 24. The right to an education in which we learn how to
separated, to see both parents regularly unless it is live in a spirit of understanding, peace, tolerance,
not in our best interest equality, friendship and respect for human rights and
the natural environment

Source: 2Children@s Rights Hoopla? ihe Global ClassroorbytGraham Pike and David Selby. Copyright ! *+++. Pippin Publishing

Corporation. Used with permission.
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Reproducible Master

Types of Rights Chart

1.

Survival Rights * rights that ensure we surviv
and grow (nutritious food and clean water,
medical care, love and affection)

.Development Rights = rights that enable

us to develop the varied aspects of ourselves
(thinking abilities, ability to distinguish right frg
wrong, social abilities, play and leisure activiti
cultural and religious practices)

. Protection Rights = rights that protect us

from harmful treatment and in uences

. Participation Rights = rights that allow us

to express what we think, to have a say about
things that affect us, and to play an active par
society




Students will
sunderstand that with rights come responsibilities in t
classroom, school and community
sdemonstrate an awareness of rights and responsibili

by creating a variety of images
Related International Dates
sNational Citizenship Week (8week of October); UN
International Human Rights Day (December 10)




All Grades
Reproducible Master: Student Worksheet
Two Sides of a Coin Graphic

On one side of the coin, name and illustrate six rights. TieuhiS&@s Rights® in the centre. On the other side of

the coin, name and illustrate the six responsibilities that come wghtghdste this ¥our Nam®s Responsibilities®
in the centre.

World Vision Canada
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Students will
sdemonstrate understanding of the connection betwd
individual rights and group responsibilities
sunderstand that rights protect every individual
screate a classroom Charter of Rights and

Responsibilities
Related International Dates
sNational Citizenship Week (8week of October); UN
International Human Rights Day (December 10)




Reproducible Master

You have the right to: You are responsible for:

1. Feel safe

2. Be yourself

3. Be treated fairly

4. Express your ideas

5. Learn and get a good education
6. Be told when to get your books

1. Respecting others
2. Your own actions
3. Listening to others
4. Keeping the classroom neat
5. Completing your homework
6. Treating others as you wish to be treated
7. Keeping track of your agenda

Source: http:BBwww.annikeris.comBclassroom_righgenséisilities.html. Used with permission from Qichael Ojeda.




